
February Vodcast 2019 

Hello, I am Debbi Burdick, the very proud superintendent of the Cave Creek 

Unified School District. As we welcome two new board members to our 

Governing Board, I wanted to introduce them to our community along with 

sharing some information on our continuing board members. 

New to our Governing Board are Mr. Scott Brown and Ms. Beth Hatcher. 

Mr. Brown and his family moved to Cave Creek in 2002. As his two children 

grew up through the school district, he played an active role as a school 

volunteer, former Lone Mountain PTO Co-President, and as a member on 

several school and district committees.  He has served on the Cactus 

Shadows’ Site Council, is the Deputy Commissioner for the Cave 

Creek/Carefree Youth Football and Cheer and an active member of the 

Kiwanis Club of Carefree, chairing the Marketplace Committee. He believes 

strong leadership and accountability will assist the board in identifying areas 

in need of more support, efficient use of district funds, and methods to 

enhance the education of every student. 

Ms. Hatcher has lived in the Cave Creek Unified School District since 1990 

and her three children graduated from Cactus Shadows High School. She 

attended Purdue University and received her Bachelor of Arts from Ottawa 

University, as well as a M.Ed. in Curriculum and Instruction from ASU. She 

worked in the CCUSD from 1998-2018 first as a reading aide and most 

recently as a certified third and fourth grade Spanish Immersion team-

teacher at Desert Willow Elementary School. She approaches all decisions 

with the guiding question: What is best for our students and looks forward to 

serving our students, teachers, and community.  

Kathryn Hill is the new board president. Her family has lived in the CCUSD 

community since 2002 with their two children—one who still attends Cactus 

Shadows. She graduated Phi Beta Kappa with a BA in Economics from the 

University of Oklahoma. She has been an active school volunteer, serving on 

the executive board of the LMES PTO and president of the STMS and CSHS 

PTOs. She has served on district level committees and representative on the 

site councils at LMES, STMS, and CSHS. Kathryn was also a substitute 

teacher in CCUSD. Her goal as a board member is to support the district in 

to inspire excellence in our students.  

 



James Rich is the board’s new vice president and an active volunteer in 

CCUSD since moving into the district in 2013.  He has been on several 

district level committees as well as a classroom volunteer and member of 

the PTO executive committee.  He previously served as a trustee on the 

Cave Creek Unified Education Foundation.  James and his wife Andrea have 

two children, both of whom attend Black Mountain Elementary.  He is a 

graduate of the Mesa Police Academy and the Constable for Desert Ridge 

Justice Precinct. He has a BA in Political Science, is a former Army Officer 

and veteran of ten years. He can be reached at jrich@ccusd93.org. 

Janet Busbee is the most tenured member of the board. She is married 

with three children, one who is still at Cactus Shadows. She has a BA from 

Purdue University and has been self-employed as a consultant since 1994. 

She has been very active in our schools and the community, serving as Vice 

President and President of the PTO, is a Kiwanis member, served as 

President of her church's parish council and as a member of the school board 

for the Diocese of Phoenix. Ms. Busbee believes every child deserves a good 

education and that the children in the Cave Creek school district are no 

exception. The children in our schools are our future.  

Thank you for listening and as always, I look forward to seeing you in our 

schools! 
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